
1

2020

Canada’s Amateur Radio Magazine
La Revue des Radioamateurs CanadiensTCA

The Canadian Amateur VOLUME 48 NUMBER 1 – TCAMAG@YAHOO.CA – WEB ADDRESS: HTTPS://WWW.RAC.CA/TCA/

JANUARY 
& FEBRUARY NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL

RAC Management Team..................................................................... 4

RAC President’s Message, Glenn MacDonell, VE3XRA..................... 5

Un message du président, Glenn MacDonell, VE3XRA...................... 5

Former RAC Ontario South Director Geoff Smith, VA3GS SK............ 9

Update on the Amateur Radio Emergency Service Program.............. 9

Changes to Ontario Sections and new Prince Edward Island Section....9

Ed Frazer, VE7EF, Appointed to the Canadian Amateur Radio Hall  
of Fame (CARHOF), Frank Davis, VO1HP.............................................10

Update on Changes to the RAC Board of Directors and Executive,  
Glenn MacDonell, VE3XRA...................................................................10

World Radiocommunication Conference is Underway,  
Bryan Rawlings, VE3QN.................................................................... 17

Larry E. Price, W4RA, SK: Honorary Member of Canadian Amateur 
Radio Hall of Fame............................................................................ 18

World Radio Conference 2019: An Overview,  
Bryan Rawlings, VE3QN.................................................................... 19

Donations in Support of Amateur Radio............................................ 19

Former RAC Ontario North/East Director Bill Unger, VE3XT SK...... 22

Message from the RAC Community Services Officer........................ 57

Section Manager Election Notice...................................................... 58

TECHNICAL
Radio Magic: Magic, Myth and Marconi (Part 1)  
Robert C. Mazur, VA3ROM................................................................ 14

Amateur Radio Satellites, Keith Baker, VA3KSF............................... 20

Time Sync Your Laptop Using GPS, David Green, VE3TLY.............. 24

Add 40 metres to any Similar Style Triband Yagi,  
Glenn Pritchard, VA7UO –and Jim Hogg, VA7JH.............................. 26

QUA – A Topical Digest, Allen Wootton, VY1KX................................ 28

DEPARTMENTS
TCA Advertising Index......................................................................... 2

Silent Keys........................................................................................... 3

RAC QSL Bureau System................................................................... 3

Feedback: Our Readers Write....................................................... 9, 23

Defence of Amateur Radio Fund.......................................................19

RAC Membership | Adhésion de RAC.......................................... 49-50

Coming Events.................................................................................. 64

Editor / Rédacteur en chef
Alan Griffin
Email: tcamag@yahoo.ca

Advisors / Conseillers
Dave Green, VE3TLY
Norm Rashleigh, VE3LC
Mike Kelly, VE3FFK 
Richard Ferch, VE3KI
Bill Karle, VE1YY 
Ken Grant, VE3FIT

Translation / Traduction
Claude Lalande, VE2LCF
Jean Desbiens, VE2OCQ 
Ante Laurijssen, VA2BBW 
Alan Bulley, VA2UK

Technical Diagrams /
Schémas technique
Stan Smith, VE3DDX

The Canadian Amateur 
is published by Radio 
Amateurs of Canada Inc. / 
The Canadian Amateur est 
publié par la société Radio 
Amateurs du Canada Inc.

Indexed in the Canadian 
Periodical Index /  
Enregistré à l’Index des 
publications canadiennes :
ISSN 0834‑3977

Publications Mail Agreement 
Accord de publications 
diffusées #40028682.
Registration / matricule 
#09866

The Canadian Amateur
720 Belfast Road, 
Suite / Bureau 217
Ottawa, ON, Canada
K1G 0Z5
613-244-4367;
1-877-273-8304
tcamag@yahoo.ca
https://www.rac.ca/ 

Printed in Canada by
St. Joseph Communications
Ottawa, ON, Canada
Imprimé au Canada sur 
les presses de St. Joseph 
Communications
Ottawa, ON, Canada

Return Undeliverable 
Canadian Addresses to
Circulation Department:
217-720 Belfast Road
Ottawa, ON K1G 0Z5

JANVIER 
& FÉVRIER

For RAC Membership 
Inquiries and Change of 
Address please contact  

RAC HQ at: rachq@rac.ca

The front cover is not just a cute play on 
words. It is about two completely different 
events taking place in different locations, 
but both are part of the Wonderful World 
of Amateur Radio:

“ ‘Oh, Canada!’ What a wonderful 
adventure my husband, Reinhard,  
DL1UF/K7RGG, and I had during our tour 
through parts of Western Canada!

There was never any question about 
wanting to take another vacation in 
Canada, but when we learned of the 
‘2019 Canadian National Parks On The 
Air’ event, our already planned outing to 
Ohio quickly changed. Don’t tell anyone, 
but we cancelled our Dayton Hamvention 
trip for a new and upcoming challenge.”

– see page 31 for the rest of the story

“Long sleek rowing sculls sit stacked high 
on their trailers, gleaming in the cool fall 
morning light surrounding me as I 
navigate a maze of rowers and piles of 
heaped rowing gear.

I am at the Head of the Trent Regatta in 
Peterborough, Ontario on the weekend of 
October 5 and 6, 2019. 

I am one of the volunteers with the 
Peterborough Amateur Radio Club 
(PARC) who are here to provide the race 
radio communication event support.”

– see page 45 for the complete story

Note: Please see page 4 for an updated list of the RAC Board and Executive complete with new email addresses. 
Don’t worry, the previous emails will work fine and will be forwarded to the recipients while you learn the new ones.
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Do you have an article to submit?
We would love to receive your articles – both technical and non-technical. 
Please send them to the TCA Editor at tcamag@yahoo.ca. The deadlines for the 
next three issues of TCA are January 15, March 15 and May 15. For the  
RAC Authors’ Agreement and Guide please visit the TCA webpage at:  
https://www.rac.ca/tca/ 
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