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“In 2020, hundreds of Radio Amateurs 
on all continents took part in ILLW and, 
for the first time, the Point Amour 
Lighthouse was part of the fun.  
I drove from my home in Lincoln,  
New Brunswick to Point Amour,  
taking advantage of the COVID-19 
‘Atlantic Bubble.’ 

After three days of driving, including  
two long ferries, my carload of Amateur 
Radio equipment and I were ready to  
put VO2MPR on the air for ILLW.”  
(see page 19)

“It’s Saturday, August 29 and it’s a 
beautiful day! There is a 9 am briefing 
prior to the  10 am start. A practice fox 
has been set up and the hunters are 
trying out the new 80 metre receivers. 
They work great! (see page 48)

“Despite the complications resulting 
from the requirement to maintain social 
distancing during the COVID-19 
pandemic, I quickly had several people 
volunteer to assist in a recovery. 

The search was going to be a difficult 
one as the last APRS position was in a 
heavily wooded area with numerous 
lakes and ponds.” (see page 32)

– please see the many pages of this 
magazine for the rest of the story...

Call for Articles: Technical and Otherwise...
We would love to receive your articles – both technical and non-technical. Let us know how Amateur Radio is 
helping you during this crisis. Have you completed a new project? Share your stories with us for our upcoming 
special Homebrew issue of TCA (see page 52) by sending them to the TCA Editor at tcamag@yahoo.ca. 



2 | TCA: November/December 2020

The Canadian Amateur, 
publié six fois par an, 
est destiné à fournir aux 
radioAmateurs, à toute 
personne intéressée à la 
radio et à l’électronique 
et au grand public, des 
informations de toute nature 
relatives à la science des 
télécommunications. 

Nous acceptons avec 
plaisir tout article, étude, 
suggestions, photos et 
lettres. Les manuscrits 
soumis doivent être lisibles 
et porter le nom de l’auteur, 
son indicatif, son ou ses 
numéros de téléphone ainsi 
que ses adresses postales, 
courriel et paquet s’il y a 
lieu. Si vous avez envie 
d’écrire pour TCA :  
http://wp.rac.ca/tca/

Le contenu de la présente 
publication est protégé 
par copyright, tous droits 
réservés et ne peut être 
reproduit sans autorisation 
préalable dont est toutefois 
dispensé tout groupement 
reconnu de radioAmateurs 
sous réserve que ladite 
reproduction paraisse avec 
les mentions du nom de 
l’auteur et soit identifiée 
extraite de The Canadian 
Amateur. Le service 
publicité de The Canadian 
Amateur, agissant au nom 
de la revue, décline toute 
responsabilité quant au 
contenu des annonces 
publicitaires publiées et ne 
se porte en aucune façon 
garant de la véracité des 
propositions contenues 
dans lesdites annonces.

La compagnie Radio 
Amateurs du Canada 
Inc. ainsi que l’Éditeur et 
le Rédacteur en chef de 
The Canadian Amateur 
déclinent par les présentes 
toute responsabilité quant 
aux opinions exprimées ou 
autres déclarations pouvant 
apparaître dans tout article 
publié par The Canadian 
Amateur et déclarent en 
outre que toute expression 
d’opinion ou déclaration 
figurant dans un tel article 
représentent uniquement 
l’opinion de l’auteur dudit 
article et non l’opinion de 
la société Radio Amateurs 
du Canada Inc., ou celle de 
l’Éditeur ou du Rédacteur 
en Chef de la revue à moins 
qu’il soit spécifié que ce soit 
le cas en l’occurrence.

The Canadian Amateur est 
publié par la société  
Radio Amateurs du Canada 
Inc., 720 rue Belfast, 
Bureau 217, Ottawa, ON 
K1G 0Z5.

Enregistré à l’Index des 
publications canadiennes 
sous le numéro ISSN  
0834-3977.
Accord de publications 
diffusées par courrier : 
40028682.
Numéro de matricule 
09866.

The Canadian Amateur 
is published in Canada 
six times per year to 
provide Radio Amateurs, 
those interested in radio 
communications and 
electronics, and the general 
public with information 
related to the science of 
telecommunications.

Articles, reviews, letters, 
features, suggestions, 
photographs and essays 
are welcomed. Manuscripts 
should be legible and 
include the contributor’s 
name, call sign, phone 
number(s) and addresses 
(mail, email and packet, as 
applicable). 

For a complete Author’s 
Guide visit:  
http://wp.rac.ca/tca/

The contents of this 
publication are copyright, 
and may not be reproduced 
without prior consent except 
by a bona fide Amateur 
Radio organization which 
may reproduce them 
provided the author and 
The Canadian Amateur are 
acknowledged. 

The Advertising Department 
of The Canadian Amateur, 
on behalf of the magazine, 
wholly disclaims any 
responsibility for the content 
of any advertisement 
contained herein and 
makes no representations 
on behalf of The Canadian 
Amateur as to the truth of 
any statement contained in 
any such advertising. 

Radio Amateurs of Canada 
Inc., and the publisher and 
editor of The Canadian 
Amateur, hereby disclaim 
any responsibility for any 
statement of opinion or 
other statement that may 
be contained in any article 
published by The Canadian 
Amateur and any such 
statement of opinion or 
other statement contained 
in such article is solely the 
opinion of the author of the 
article and not that of Radio 
Amateurs of Canada Inc., 
or the publisher or editors 
of the magazine, unless it is 
specifically stated to be the 
case therein. 

The Canadian Amateur 
is published by Radio 
Amateurs of Canada Inc.,  
720 Belfast Road,  
Suite 217, Ottawa, ON 
K1G 0Z5 

Indexed in the Canadian 
Periodical Index:  
ISSN 0834‑3977.

Publications Mail 
Agreement No. 40028682.

Registration No. 09866.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Begali Keys.........................................................................................................11

Coax Publications Inc.........................................................................................25

Degen Designs...................................................................................................46

Hammond Manufacturing / Peter W. Dahl Co............................. inside back cover

Hamstudy.com....................................................................................................46

H.C. MacFarlane Electronics Ltd........................................................................18

Maple Leaf Communications..............................................................................52

Quarter Century Wireless Association...............................................................47

Radio Amateurs of Canada........................................................ inside back cover 

Radioworld..........................................................................35, outside back cover

Radio Society of Great Britain............................................................................38

The Personal Home & Auto Group Insurance............................ inside front cover

Yaesu..................................................................................................................33

Calling All Homebrew Articles
The next special issue of The Canadian Amateur magazine will once again 
highlight homebrew projects. This is no accident! With the global pandemic 
restricting many of our usual activities, many Amateur Radio operators are 
drawn to the workbench or computer to put together ideas and projects that 
have been on the backburner for some time. 

Are you in that position? Do you have any projects that you would like to 
share with TCA readers? If so, this may be your opportunity. Please see page 
52 for details. We are also looking for other articles: technical and otherwise!
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