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1) Review and Approval of Agenda.

The agenda was approved as outlined. The charateti that unfortunately, due to a last
minute matter, the Industry Canada co-chair, Mikally, was unable to attend. The
chair also introduced Mr. Ralph Webb to the grong eongratulated him on his election
as the new RAC First Vice-President.

2) Acceptance of the CARAB minutes of last meeting.

The summary record of the last meeting (Octobed229) was approved. It was also
pointed out that, in the past, the minutes of CAR#s8 been approved before the
translated version was available. RAC requestethibth official language versions of
the minutes be available before final approvall®ydo-chairs. The secretary agreed to
provide the co-chairs versions in both officialgaages for their approval.



3) Status Report by Industry Canada on Streamlininghe Authorization Process for
the Amateur Radio Service.

- Remaining Errors in the Call Sign Database.

Industry Canada indicated that with the re-issuaridke certificate of proficiency for
amateurs which now referenced the amateur stasitbsign(s), they currently have
several hundred requests on hand requiring cooretiT his situation was not
unexpected due to differences that existed betwmeihar records in the two former
databases ( licensing and certification) when thé&hing exercise was undertaken. Most
of these errors have to do with names, addressgsevator qualifications. Should
amateurs detect any errors in the new certifichfgaficiency, they should inform the
Amateur Radio Service Centre who will correct theks) and issue a revised certificate
at no charge.

-12 W.P.M versus 15 W.P.M. on the certificate.

Some amateur operators voiced concerns as theseMmde qualification appeared as
12 w.p.m on the re-issued certificate of profickenather than 15 w.p.m. as indicated on
their existing amateur certificate. Industry Canpdanted out that since the amateur
restructuring regulations came into force in 138@re has been no amateur Morse code
gualification of 15 w.p.m and therefore holdergto$ qualification were automatically
grand fathered to the closest qualification eq@may, which was 12 w.p.m. As the 15
w.p.m qualification had ceased to exist in regaolatand therefore held no significance
with respect to operating privileges, it was nalicated on re-issued certificates of
proficiency nor was this information retained i industry Canada database.

Industry Canada pointed out that amateur operattificates are valid for the life of the
holder (subject to revocation) and therefore abtaxg amateur certificates remain in
force. With respect to the Radiocommunication Ragois, there is no legal requirement
that radio amateurs hold the re-issued certifiodf@oficiency that was mailed in April
of this year to all amateurs holding a valid rastiation licence. This certificate re-
issuance was carried out simply because, as of Ap2000, amateurs had been
exempted from the requirement to be issued a dion licence and Industry Canada
had developed a new format for the certificaterofipiency. In order that all active
amateur operators could retain a printed recottia@f station call sign(s) it was felt that
all amateurs should be issued this new certifiof@oficiency. This document also
reflects their current operator qualifications aaltification equivalencies, but it is not
meant to replace past operator qualifications.

RAC stated that from the comments they had receahagopears that the amateur
community has accepted the new certificate asrafgignt improvement in service. The
decision to issue both a display and wallet sizéfaate of proficiency has been seen as
a positive development. RAC mentioned that somaeumsthave questioned the legality



of not having the Minister’s signature appear andartificate of proficiency. Industry
Canada responded that there is no legal requirefoetite Minister or any other
government official to sign Departmental authoiimas in order that they be considered
valid. With respect to radio and spectrum licerfoegexample, neither the Minister nor
any other Departmental official’'s signature app@arshe licence.

- Demand for special call signs

RAC stated that they were receiving some requesits &mateurs for special call signs,
who were now unsure how these were to be dealtsiiite a radio licence was no longer
required. Industry Canada stated that the callaggignment policy was being applied as
indicated in the various procedural documents. Xamgle of this is the VEO prefix,
which is still being assigned as per the prescritaidsign policy. However, the call sign
assignment fee would be applied to requests faziapeall signs. The matter of amateurs
with addresses outside of Canada appearing inallegn database was also discussed.
Industry Canada stated that, as one did not retjuipe a Canadian citizen to hold an
amateur certificate of proficiency, this situatimould certainly arise. However, as
amateur call signs are assigned with respect iomapprefixes, the assigned prefix is
determined by the mailing address of the amatedudtry Canada was unsure of exactly
what might have transpired in such cases andhejt would need to examine some
specific situations of this type before giving RAefinitive reply on how such
situations are handled.

-Available Call Sign List Contract.

Work has now been completed by RAC and the callaigrlable list is in operation on
the RAC web site. Industry Canada congratulated R&xGheir efforts in this project as
the system appears to be working very well.

- CEPT and IARP Permits.

In accordance with international agreement, RAQ eahtinue to issue these permits
which are valid for a period of one year from tlaedof issue. It was pointed out that a
minor amendment was required to the CEPT documbiatwstill referred to an amateur
station licence.

4) Status Report by Industry Canada on the New Amaur Radio Service Centre.

Starting April 1, 1999 all amateur certificates ddeen issued from the Amateur Service
Centre located in Ottawa and all accredited exarsiaee now managed from this centre.
Although the project to rationalize the amateut sigih and operator certificate data
bases has been completed and the new call sighézedet qualification data base has
been available on the RAC web site for some titmexet may still be entries that need
correcting. If amateurs have concerns in this ee¢faey should deal directly with the
Amateur Service Centre, either by e-mail, fax, mailelephone.



The Amateur Radio Service Centre has been in dperitr approximately 1 year now
and, as a general observation, both Industry Caaad&AC feel that the transition to a
single point of service for amateur authorizatibas been a success and appears to have
been well received by the amateur community. Asatitborization process has been
nationalized, it would appear logical to assume there is now a more uniform
application of policy for amateurs across the coutitan was the case when they were
dealing with many different offices.

5) Status Report by Industry Canada Regarding the 8licy for Examinations of
Disabled Amateur Candidates.

At the last CARAB concern was expressed by RAC, tdh respect to accommodated
testing for candidates with a disability, even wviltle requirement for the production of a
doctor’s certificate, the process was open to alRAE felt that adopting a position
similar to that of the Federal Communications Cossian (FCC) would address this
concern. The FCC have a publication whereby theyige guidance for the doctor in
order that they can more readily make a decisidh mspect to the persons ability to
take the examination in a standard format. By phong this information, RAC felt it
gives medical experts a better basis for making #esessment. As well, it should be
clearly understood by accredited examiners that éne under no obligation to provide
accommodated testing to amateur candidates.

Mr. Jones stated that he had discussed the matteotlers in Industry Canada and felt
the concept of an information document had merdustry Canada felt that the form
produced by Mr. Leach was a dramatic improvemeanhfthe FCC document and it
would be very useful as the basis for draftingrdarmation bulletin. Mr. Jones stated
that Industry Canada would provide RAC the oppatyuile comment on this bulletin
before finalizing.

6) Status Report by Industry Canada on RIC - 9 - Ck Sign Policy.

As discussed at the last CARAB meeting, Industrgada has produced a policy
document, Radiocommunication Information CircuRIQ) - 9, in order to clearly
explain the process and rationale to amateursdagpcall sign assignment. One of the
most controversial issues that needed to be addtesss with respect to the assignment
of two letter suffix call signs. Industry Canada mew finalized a national policy
articulating the eligibility criteria for amateuts hold a two letter call sign and this
criteria is applied nationally. Industry Canada paovided RAC with a draft version of
the proposed call sign policy document and wisloeithdnk them for their input in
bringing this matter to a successful conclusion.

7) RAC’s Proposal to Drop 12 W.P.M. Morse Code Redtement.
There is an ongoing debate within the amateur comitpnaoncerning the

appropriateness of retaining the requirement thettaur operators possess a knowledge
of the Morse code as indicated in S25.5 of theratiional Telecommunication Union,



Radio Regulations. Given the recent removal of Maade for international maritime
communications and its declining use internatigniay all government and military
organizations, RAC proposed that Industry Canadaider the elimination of 12
W.P.M. Morse code examination for amateurs in otddrold full operating privileges in
the high frequency (HF) bands.

RAC is proposing this step with due regard to ti&hes of Canadian amateurs as well as
their recognition of trends that have been occgriiternationally. RAC noted that this
proposal would give Canadian amateurs operatinglgges similar to those that have
currently been accorded to United States amat®lasy European countries have
already decreased their Morse code qualificationsunateur operators or they are in the
process of such consideration.

RAC will be formally approaching Industry Canadahathis proposal in the near future.
At the same time, RAC will request that Industryn@da consider the augmentation of
the amateur examination process in order to stnemgand expand the level of operator
knowledge with respect to radio station technical aperating practices to include the
modern modes of communications being employed bagteumns.

Industry Canada recognized that the technique®parhtions employed by radio
amateurs was rapidly evolving and commended RAQ@aking this type of pro-active
approach in representing the Canadian amateur coitynlndustry Canada would
certainly be prepared to give serious consideratanproposal from RAC such as has
been described.

8) Status Report by Industry Canada on the Examinabn Question Banks.

Mr. Jones provided an update on tiev question banks as reflected in RIC 7 and

RIC 8. Industry Canada has recently published these quelséinks as
Radiocommunication Information Circulars (RIC’shdathey are available to the public
electronically from the Strategis web site. Thetfamendment to the basic (RIC-7)
guestion bank is currently being finalized to reflthe changes in regulation with respect
to the amateur streamlining initiative and thisised version will be available shortly. It
had been anticipated that July 1, 2000 would beafget date for voluntary
implementation of the new question banks by acteddxaminers. This would provide
approximately 6 months advance notice for accrddit@miners to familiarize
themselves with the new question banks.

As of this date, Industry Canada had also planagutdvide, through the Strategis web
site, anexamination generator for the amateur operator exarmations. Unfortunately,
this feature will not be available to the amateummunity as of July 1, 2000. In any
event, Industry Canada still plans to have the eeamination system in place by
January 1, 2001. As well, Industry Canada will eagbat there is a phase in period
before discontinuing the old examination questianks in order that there be minimum
inconvenience for accredited examiners.



RAC indicated that currently, on a world wide bagiappears that the knowledge
requirements for amateur operators is dramaticilfnging, an indication of this being
the situation previously mentioned with regard mowledge of the Morse code. As a
consequence of such change, RAC enquired if Ing@nada would be receptive to
substantiveehanges in the amateur examination format in ordeto cover new areas
with respect to operating knowledge and ethicdndustry Canada responded that they
recognized that, like all other sectors involvedhe wireless telecommunication,
amateur operation was changing dramatically angwwild certainly be receptive to
suggestions from RAC on how the current examinatiouncture could be improved to
better serve the amateur community.

9) Status Report by Industry Canada - AssociationfogCanadian Municipalities and
Antenna Supporting Structures.

As had been discussed at the last CARAB meetirgBtard of Directors of the
Canadian Wireless and Telecommunications Associd@WTA) created a new
committee to deal specifically with municipal issu&he Municipal Affairs Committee
is mandated to monitor municipal activities relatedarious antenna siting policies and
provide timely information on various practices dadlevelop industry consensus and
policy regarding the establishment of communicasibes.

As an initial step, the committee is working co@ely with the Federation of

Canadian Municipalities (FCM) on basic principlesia general consultative process
related to the installation of antenna towers. fnecess has been ongoing for some time
now however to date, Industry Canada is not awhtleetr progress in this area. Industry
Canada will be corresponding with the chair persiothe CWTA Municipal Affairs
Committee in order to get an appreciation of tpeagress to date.

10) Industry Canada Status Report on the 220 - 222HZ Sharing Agreement with
the United States.

Mr. Jones advised that the agreement has beemadifficatified by both the Canadian
and United States administrations and the full téxhe arrangement is available on the
Industry Canada web site. RAC stated that, asffi@ab text is somewhat complex, they
have developed a guide for Canadian radio amatewse which outlines the intent and
criteria to be followed by amateurs in accordandée e arrangement. RAC cautions
however, that current and future users of 220-222ZMhould examine the published
agreement to ensure that their operations will @onfto the provisions of the agreement
in terms of frequencies and power and antenna higngitations.

11) RAC’s Status Report on Request for Frequency Adcations for the Amateur
Service.

As discussed at the last CARAB meeting, Dr. Kerfd?uhdicated that he had not heard
from Industry Canada with respect to progms®btaining a primary allocation at 2.4
GHz for amateurs. Dr. Pulfer indicated that he would approach Mrgé&eagain on this



issue.

RAC has also recently requestedery Low Frequency (VLF) allocation for

amateurs in the 135.7-137.8 kHz bandr. Pulfer also reported that he had not heard
from Industry Canada with respect to this mattewels. Dr. Pulfer stated that , Murray
Hunt who had been dealing with this item for Indystanada, had recently retired and
Dr. Pulfer is following up on this matter with Mdunt’s successor.

RAC pointed to a situation in the United States rgbg amateur participants in an
experimental operation on frequencies outside thateur band have been issued
experimental licences by the Federal Communicat@msmission (FCC) to perform
tests in the 5 MHZ band. RAC asked what would lgeréaction of Industry Canada to
these types of requests from amateur operatorstiydCanada stated that, in the past,
they have authorized such operation by amateursrihd Canadian equivalent to the
United States experimental licence, which is a tigraental licence. Such requests
would generally be entertained only in situatiorigeve experimentation is required to
determine the desirability of regulatory proposalsh as future changes to frequency
utilization or allocations.

12) Status Report by Industry Canada - Implementaton of Ticketing for Under the
Contraventions Act.

Mr. Jones reported that the issuance of ticketsdotraventions of federal statutes and
regulations is now in place in all the provinceshwthe exception of Newfoundland,
Nova Scotia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and British @bla. It is anticipated that all
provinces and territories in Canada will have codell agreements with the Federal
Government and will have operational regimes ic@lay the end of the year 2000.

RAC questioned that, with respect to the receeastiining initiative for the amateur
service, would the Contraventions Act schedule ireqamendment as the operator
certificate was now the single amateur authorir&timdustry Canada felt that the
provision in the list of contraventions for unautiaed operation of amateur radio
apparatus was broad enough to cover the curresttisih. However, it was a question
that should be investigated in detail to ensuratacl clarification was not needed.
Industry Canada agreed to investigate this matghdr and outline to RAC specifically
how such a contravention item would be handled.

13) Unlicensed Devices - Enforcement of RSS-210

RAC is concerned that with the trend toward wirglesrvices, more low power wireless
devices are appearing on the market. These dewalme®y with other licensed services,
tend to share frequency bands with the amateuiceeand RAC is concerned about the
future impact on amateur radio. RAC realizes tinaht@urs have secondary status in
many of the frequency bands that they operateawglrer they are concerned about the
increasing potential for interference to and fracehce exempt apparatus which may be
allowed to operate in these bands.



Industry Canada agreed that the proliferation oéless services will continue to escalate
and no doubt this will include licence exempt desiclt should be recognized however,
that license exempt services are still requiredperate within a regulatory framework
and it should

not be perceived that simply because a deviceasdie exempt, it can operate without
restrictions. In determining whether or not a deartievice can be operated in a licence
exempted manner, Industry Canada performs a risament evaluation with respect to
the potential negative impact on existing radiviees as well as the risk of receiving
interference. Only in situations where the risdégmed to be acceptable are these
devices allowed to operate in a licence exempt mode

With respect to amateurs, as has been noted, nfahg bands in which they operate are
allocated to them on a secondary basis. Theredgracreasing pressure is placed on
radiofrequency spectrum usage, it is quite contdevdnat other wireless services,
including low power licence exempt devices, wiltieasingly share the same frequency
spectrum. It will be necessary that all users,udclg amateurs and the operators of low
power devices, take advantage of technical andatipaal techniques available for
frequency sharing in order to minimize the potdribainterference.

14) New or Other Business.

There were no additional items however Mr. Ken @ellished to once again advise
Industry Canada that RAC had received generalljtipesesponses from the amateur
Proficiency. Industry Canada noted that RAC shalgd be congratulated for their
ability to effectively represent the views of theateur community with respect to such
types of initiatives.

15) Preparation for the 18" CARAB Meeting - Date, Time and Place.

The chair indicated that the Quarter Century Wsggl&ssociation’s National Convention
will be held in Toronto in mid-October and, as h# likely attend, it would also be a
good opportunity to hold the next meeting of theR¥B. Industry Canada felt that this
was a reasonable suggestion and a specific datplacel can be mutually agreed on
subject to future discussion.



