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From March 3 to April 8,
Radio Amateurs of Canada,
the national association for
Amateur Radio in Canada,
conducted an online survey to
find out how to better serve
Canadian Amateurs.
The main goal of this
survey was to understand
the operating interests of
Canadian Amateurs, in terms
of what bands/modes are
used, the amount of time
spent, the operating focus,
and other items of interest.
This information will help to
guide future RAC programs
and the content of The
Canadian Amateur magazine,
as well as providing valuable
input for formulating
Canadian positions into World
Radio Conferences.

Figure 1: The age distribution of respondents. Not surprisingly, the curve is tilted towards
the more mature age groups, but it is encouraging to see the youth representation and this
will provide us with a benchmark for future surveys.

A total of 2,089 responses
were received, of which
1,630 (78%) were from RAC
members. Approximately
one-third of all RAC members
took the time to complete the
survey and we are grateful for
this excellent response!
The survey provided a wealth
of useful data which will
take some time to analyze.
This report provides a short
summary of some of the
findings.
Figure 1 shows the age
distribution of respondents.
Notwithstanding the actual
age of Amateurs in Canada, it
is useful to look at how long
they have been certified as
Radio Amateurs and this is
provided in Figure 2.
Cumulative statistics are:
•

Maximum: 73 years

•

Mean: 26.4 years

•

Minimum: 0.1 years

•

Median: 27 years
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Number of Years: Maximum: 73 | Mean: 26.4 | Minimum: 0.1 | Median: 27
Figure 2: Amateur Radio Certification. The above results show a much wider spread than
for the age distribution provided in Figure 1 and this implies that a significant number of
people are entering the Amateur Radio Service at a later stage in life.

Amateur Radio Activities
For future planning purposes, an important
question to get information on is what specific
activities Canadian Amateurs are interested in.
A number of categories were identified and the
results are shown in Figure 3.

Figure 3:
Amateur Radio
Activities

While the traditional voice modes of SSB/AM/FM
still rate highly, it is interesting to note that the
digital modes are now a close second. The
experimental side of the hobby is also alive and
well with many people enjoying homebrewing
and antenna design and construction.

Use of Amateur Radio Bands
An important aspect of Amateur operations are
the bands being used as shown in Figure 4. It is
interesting to note that 2m is the most popular
band, reflecting the wide availability of
equipment for this band as well the simplicity of
antennas required, especially for repeater
operation.
In the VHF/UHF region, 430 MHz is also popular,
now that many HF rigs are also including this
band. The traditional shortwave bands of 80m to
10m remain popular, and it is good to see some
activity on the LF bands of 630m and 2200m.
Microwave band usage, although smaller than
that for HF and VHF, is significant and is likely to
attract more interest as more commercial
equipment becomes available in the future.

Conclusions
This was the first survey
of its kind conducted
by RAC and, while
much useful data was
collected, much still
remains to be analyzed.
In the process of
implementing
the survey a lot of
experience was gained
which will be useful for
future surveys.

Figure 4:
Band Usage
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Thank you for
participating in the
survey.
Paul Coverdale, VE3ICV
coverdale@sympatico.ca

